[Massive pulmonary capillary occlusion by microthrombi. Unexpected cause of fatal right heart failure during liver transplantation].
We report the case of a 46-year old man who developed an unexpected fatal cardiac failure during liver transplantation. Attempts at resuscitation were unsuccessful. At necropsy the lungs showed numerous microthrombi occluding small lung vessels and pulmonary capillaries. Thrombi were not found in other organs. The source of this extensive thrombus formation is not known. The thrombi could have been developed within the liver, the venous blood stream between liver and lungs or the pulmonary capillaries. In our experience, this complication is very rare, and a risk profile is not known.